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Study on the Relationship between the Utilization of Land Left Abandoned after Rural Community
Migration and Regions in which Migrants Originally Resided, and Plans Related Thereto

#AK K (Keita Suzuki)

Around three years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. In the areas afflicted by the disaster, the
development of areas to which groups can migrate, with a view toward reconstruction of disaster areas, has been
increasingly visible. People whom have sought a community individually and newly constructed a home to that end are
also seen more often. The ruins of houses that once stood here creates a strong contrast with this kind of household
reconstruction. This phenomenon is seen often in rural communities that have been damaged by the tsunami. It is possible
that this takes influence from the relationship between the pre-disaster community and the disaster victims’ jobs.Why is
this abandoned land a problem? Ways to use this land cannot be found in many cases. Those lands become wild, devolve
into a place for illegal dumping, and create a burden for the finances of people living in the disaster areas. Land that is not
sold becomes subject to property taxes, creating a financial burden for landowners, as well.l believe that thinking about

ways to utilize abandoned land contributes to the individual revitalization, and revitalization of the region as a whole.
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